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In the succeeding seven hundred pages are condensed the three 
volumes written by Mr. Motley. The original divisions have been 
retained, but some of the headings have been changed. Very little 
alteration has been made in rhetoric, style, or spelling ; an occasional 
clerical error or an obvious misstatement has been corrected, but, in 
general, the language is that of the original writer. Some representa- 
tive illustrations have been added, and the result is a convenient 
volume, which is attractive, and will lead many a reader to go to Mr. 
Motley's other works to find more of such charming narration. The 
special chapters from Mr. Griffis' own hand are not unworthy com- 
panions of the offspring of Mr. Motley's brain. He approached the 
work with strong convictions of the importance of the Netherlands in 
the world movements, and with sympathetic interest he unrolled the 
scroll which contained the record of a people's history. Many of the 
ideas appear which mark his "Brave Little Holland, and What She 
Taught Us," and it is clear that closer study of the social and political 
life of the Low Countries has only served to strengthen his belief that 
the United States owes a great deal to the people whose story proved 
so attractive to Mr. Motley a generation ago. In these days of 
increased interest in Holland because of the accession of Queen Wil- 
helmina, Mr. Griffis' condensation should find many readers. — Francis 
W. Shepardson. 

Das Christentum Cyprians. Eine historisch-kritische Untersuchung. 
Von Lie. K. G. Goetz. (Giessen: J. Ricker'sche Buchhandlung, 1896; 
pp. x + 141; M. 3-60.) Cyprian has often been represented by mod- 
ern writers as predominantly a great ruler, or even as a shrewd and 
calculating politician. On the contrary, the portrait of him drawn by 
the church writers of the century immediately following his death is 
that of an edifying teacher, whose books are useful chiefly as aids in 
the development of the spiritual life. The two representations are so 
different that Goetz has studied them anew in the light of some of 
Cyprian's own works. What conception of Christianity does Cyprian 
embody in these works ? That of an external organization, half polit- 
ical and half ecclesiastical? Or that of an inner spiritual and ethical 
force ? Goetz denies the first of these alternatives and affirms the 
second. The inference is that Cyprian himself was not so much a 
ruler and politician as it is now the fashion to suppose, and that his 
chief activities were those of a pastor and spiritual guide. Archbishop 
Benson, in his recent remarkable book on Cyprian, finds no discrep- 
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ancy in the two views, but combines them in a single portraiture. — 
Studien zu Vigilius von Thapsus. Von Lie. Dr. Gerhard Ficker, Pri- 
vatdocenten der Theologie an der Universitat Halle-Wittenberg. (Leip- 
zig: Johann Ambrosius Barth, 1897; pp. iii+79; M. 2.40.) A 
number of treatises have come down to us under the name of Vigilius, 
bishop of Thapsus near the close of the fifth century. In 1664 Chifflet, 
a Jesuit scholar, discussed these treatises, and sought to distinguish 
the genuine works of Vigilius from others of the collection. His 
results were accepted as final by Migne, and now appear in the Patrol- 
ogy. Ficker opens the question anew, and dissents from some of the 
conclusions reached by Chifflet, and accepts others. The discussion is 
of special interest to specialists in early ecclesiastical literature. — 
Franklin Johnson. 

Marcus Eremita. Ein neuer Zeuge fur das altkirchliche Taufbe- 
kenntniss. Eine Monographic zur Geschichte des Apostolicums, mit 
kurzlich entdeckter Schrift des Marcus. Von Johannes Kunze, Privat- 
dozenten der Theologie an der Universitat Leipzig. (Leipzig: 
Dorffling & Franke, 1895; pp. vii + 211; M. 6.) This book is a 
learned, new, and important contribution to the history of the bap- 
tismal confession of the ancient church. It is based upon a recently 
discovered writing of Marcus Eremita directed against the Nestorians. 
This is not the Egyptian Marcus, but an Asiatic Marcus, a pupil and 
younger contemporary of Chrysostom. He probably died near the 
middle of the fifth century. 

The Greek text of the writing is given. Then follow ten chapters 
on such subjects as the writings of Marcus ; the newly discovered writ- 
ing and its purity ; the theology of Marcus ; the reconstruction of the 
baptismal confession by Marcus. — J. W. Moncrief. 

Beitrage zur Dogmengeschichte des Semipelagianismus. Von Dr. 
Friedrich Worter. Mit kirchlicher Druckerlaubnis. ( Paderborn : 
Ferdinand Schoningh, 1898; pp. 134; M. 2.60.) The question 
whether or not Cassian was a Semipelagian has been discussed recently, 
and, in order to answer it, Worter in this book makes a careful analy- 
sis of his writings concerning the subjects at issue in the Augustinian 
controversy. This part of the work is preceded by a historical sketch 
of the rise of Semipelagianism, and is followed by an analysis of the 
views of Prosper, the chief opponent of Cassian. The study results in 
a strong conviction that Cassian must be classed as a Semipelagian. 



